
2021 Liberty Middle School Boys’ Golf Information 

Coach – Tom Kirchoffner tkirchoffner@west-fargo.k12.nd.us  

356-2671 – LMS office phone number – Hunter Reinke – LMS Athletic Director 

 
 This information has been put together to address questions regarding the boys’ golf programs at Liberty and our tryout 

process. Please bring this form home and share the information with your parents! 
 

 Unlike other middle school sports, you must try out for golf. Unfortunately, not everyone who tries out for the team will 

make it. Unlike a gym, field, or track, the school district does not own the golf course, so our numbers are limited to allow 

for a team based on what our home course dictates to us. We hope to have ~ 10-12 spots available for middle school 

golfers this spring. That number is a total of combined players from Liberty and Heritage. There is no set number of 7th or 

8th graders that we keep each year. The mix of middle school players that we keep is dependent upon the skill level and 

potential of those who try out each year. 

 

 Tryout Procedure: 

 You must have a physical on file with the district to try out. If you have not had a physical by the beginning of 

tryouts you will not be able to participate in tryouts and will therefore not make the team. 

 A Schoology group with all attendees of this meeting will be created and all future information regarding the 

middle school golf program will be communicated through this group. You must monitor messages to this group 

to know what is going on with the team and to know when events and times are scheduled. 

 All 7th and 8th graders interested in trying out for this year’s team will participate in Round 1 of tryouts at Sheyenne 

High School. Round 1 will take place April 12-14 in the wrestling room at Sheyenne High School. Bring your golf 

clubs, meet in the commons at the time indicated via Schoology, and Coach Kirchoffner will escort you to the 

wrestling room. If you miss your assigned tryout time, you will not make the team. 

 Players will be evaluated on their grip, stance, alignment, swing, and how they hit the golf ball. The players judged 

to be most proficient after Round 1 will be invited to the Round 2 tryout. Round 2 tryouts are tentatively scheduled 

to take place at Osgood April 15 and 16 but confirmation Schoology notifications will be sent. 

 We will be holding “open gyms” on April 6 and 8 for players to come to Sheyenne to hit balls and give us the 

opportunity to get to know the people trying out a little bit. All players trying out for the team are encouraged to 

attend these open gyms and start/end times will be communicated via Schoology. 

 7th graders who do not make the team during tryouts are welcome to try out for the team the following year. 8th 

graders who do not make the team during tryouts will have to try out for the varsity/JV team as 9th graders the 

following year. Exceptional 7th graders from the middle school team may also be invited, at the coaches’ discretion, 

to try out for the junior varsity/varsity team the following year as well.   

 

 In the time between this informational meeting and tryouts, it is highly recommended that you try to find a place on your 

own time to prepare for tryouts. Attendance at the “open gyms” is encouraged. If there are no golf courses open yet, Golf 

Addiction on 45th Street in Fargo and Osgood Golf Course both have simulators that you can hit on for a fee. 

 

 If you make the team you must have all forms turned in and participation fee paid to practice. There will be no exceptions! 

The participation fee for golf is $60 and can be paid at your school’s activities office. You must have four practices in before 

you may participate in a tournament. 

 

 For those that make the team, practice will be held at every day at 4:00 at Village Green Golf Course in Moorhead. The 

school district does NOT provide transportation to or from the golf course for practice. That is the responsibility of each 

golfer. Once the season begins, access to the course will be dictated by the weather. If the golf course is not open to start 

the season, you will still have scheduled, mandatory meetings after school at a place/time/date(s) to be determined.   

 
 You are expected to be at practice every day unless prior approval is received from the coach. Illness, trips out of town, and 

extenuating circumstances would be considered excused absences. Other sport tryouts/practice, detention, etc. will not be 

considered an excused absence. Please have your parents give the coach advance warning if you will be absent from 

practice. 
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 Per district policy, you are not allowed to transport golf clubs on a school bus unless it is to/from a golf tournament with the 

golf team. You cannot bring clubs to school in the morning or home after a tournament on your normal school bus. Golf 

clubs may be stored in your school’s office during the school day. 

 

 You do not have to pay for range balls or green fees that are a part of practice and being on the team. You will not have to 

pay a fee to play in a tournament. You will have to pay for any range balls you hit preparing for a tournament at that golf 

course. 

 

 Practice may consist of playing holes, hitting balls on the driving range, or short game practice on the practice green. 

Practices will generally be done by 6:00 but is dependent upon what players are doing that day. Please make sure you are 

picked up promptly at the end of practice. Your coach will communicate with you each day as to what time you will be done 

or what time to notify your parents to pick you up. 

 

 Not all team members will participate in every tournament. You will be notified as soon as possible if you are going to a 

tournament and most of the time you will miss most of or the entire day of school when playing a tournament. You are 

responsible for getting assignments from your teachers in advance and getting the work done in advance if that is what 

your teacher requires. You must also exhibit appropriate behavior in class. If the coach is notified of poor classroom 

behavior, you will not be allowed to participate in tournaments until your behavior improves. 

 

 Dress code:  A collared shirt and non-jean pants/shorts are required when attending a golf tournament. A general rule of 

thumb for practice attire is that if it is appropriate for school, it can be worn to practice. You are encouraged to have cold 

weather/rain gear in your bag at all times as we do not cancel practices for cold weather or light rain. 

 

 We normally take six players to golf tournaments and the four lowest scores from our team will be used in determining our 

team score and place at the tournament. Players will receive one ball for 9-hole tournaments and two balls for 18-hole 

tournaments from the coach to use the day of the tournament, but players must provide additional balls, tees, and any 

other equipment they might need on the course for practice or tournaments. 

 
 Occasionally there will be tournaments that begin in the morning and finish before the end of the school day.  On those 

occasions, you will be returned to school and you will be expected to go to class for the remainder of the day. Your parents 

may pick you up and transport you home from tournaments, but they must notify the office of the reason you are not 

returning to school. Golf will NOT be accepted as a reason for not returning as the rest of the team will be returning to 

school. 

 


